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¢

i
<
€
r
i
[
¥
i

<

!

%
i

v

e e s g T A

Az

Approved For Release 2010/09/13 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505370064-3

Following is a transcript of President Reagan 'S news conference Iast night
in Washington, as recordéd by The New York Times:

1 have a few remarks here before
ing your questions. *

With' the holiday season upon. us,
by rn delighted to see Americans giv-
each other the best Christmas
pruen ssible — a strong economy
that will insure more jobs and oppor-
tunities in the months ahead.

Confidence is in the air and with
reason.. Today's encoura,
news on the strength of housing/starts
an personal income, recent reports
dpﬂcer retail sales, employmént
factory use all confirm a wel-
come fact: 1 been a er
* year for the Ameﬁcan economy, with
the United States economy enjoying
strong recovery and its lowest rate of
inflation since the 1960's:
Wholesale prices last month acty.
ally fell. Consurers are flocking into
stores during the holiday season; our

OPENING STATEMENT.

Unemployment is still tog htgh but
there are more m e workirig in this
country today ever before, and
;goery momh we re creating’ over
Tn the las{ few weeks I've beén in-
volved in a number of meetings about
next year’s budget. And it's c] clear that
here in Washington all of us, both in
the Congress and the executive
branch still have our work cut out for

If the Congress wil] help me to re-
strain Government spending, wa can
Lusnfy the people’s confidence and

¢ep America moving forward, We
can make 1984 a year of strong and
steady progxw for America — con-
tinuing economic growth, unemploy-
ment coming down and inflation stay-
mgunder controk.

w before we beg{n the ques-

factories are operating at nearly 80 uons,l lnke to wish the members of

percent of capacity, up more than 10 the While House press corps a very

percentage points fmm a year ago. happy hollday season.
QUESTlONS AND ANSWERS

Troops in Lebanon

Q. Mr. President, last week you
said’ that if there’s a complete col-
lapse, yowll pull the trooj
Lebanon. Did you meai thaf if Gema-
yel faxls t0°put together a broad, vi-
able Government that you’d pull out®
' Qrcar youclarify? And Id like to fol-
Tow up.

A.Yes, lcgnclanfy, Helen, Actual- .

Iy, I was a:

Q. Was the Vice President carrying

a direct message from you on’ the
deamsq ?

A, Yes, yes. And he had his own
words also abou it. And I'm in com-
plete agreement wxrh those, too.

‘Assocluted Press

President Reagm answeringa quesﬂon at his news con!erenca last night.

the fenoe, soT think that these are j)
normal security precautions in'a clf;

" mate that hag shown us that this sb;t

Errors in Beirut
Q. Mr. President, the House sub-
ittee invi ing the bombi

tion about whether there were any
- other circumstances™ other than
achieving our by which the Ma-
rines might leave, or the whole multi-
national force, and I tried — I guess I
thetical dnswer to
;hat and may a bad choice of
I simply meant that the only thin; l

+ —and I don foresee thi§ — but
only thing I coul
achieving our goal would be if per-
haps that Government and the forces
that he’s dealing with in trying to
broaden the Government, if there
shau19 be a complete change of -
course to the place that we were no
longer asked to be there, that they -
- were going in a different direction
thmr.heuneth t brought us in in the
- first pldce at their request, then I sup=
posththa would be a reason for bring.

Butl wasn 't trying to send anyone a
message or anything; 1 was just
trying to say, well, yes, you can't sa;
there isn't any other way by whicl
they wouldn’t come out. N
Q. Mr. President, do you think that
cekeeper

B Arablanq
i« A Helen; we d(dn’t make any pack
o anythir
what has n qur relation:
alyng
this i
haml
that F
ations wnh the moderate Arab
states ag part of our hope for being a
catalyst — of trying to be — in bring-
ing them all together and ending once
and for all these hostilities that have
so disturbed that area and- caused
such tragedy for solong.
ally — there was no signed
agreement of anything elsé. We were
really reaffumlng the relationship
‘that we've had since 1943. But at the
same time, as I'say, felling them that
if we're to have any chance of bring-
ing them together or continuing d pro-
cess that started at Camp David
where Egypt and Israel wound up
with a peace treaty — if we're to have
a chance of bringing that kind of a
peace, we've got to befriend all those
countries and they’ve got to be able to
t:xst us that we can be fair to all of
ther.

El Salvador Progress

. Mr. President, the death squad
acuvnty i§ continuing in EI Salvador,
so I was wondering, aré you satisfied
now with the progress the Govern-
ment theré is making in halting it?
And if rot, how long ¢an you continue
sxlapponing’ a nation where this takes
pla

A. Well I feel that we have to con-
(mue Suj pomng them just as long as
support them against the

s lemst guerrillas that are trying to
take over the Government. We have a
situation here of a 400-year history of
" mainly’ military dictatorships, and’
now for the first time, virtually, inall
that country’s history, we have a Gov-
emment that has made it plain that
ing to estabhsh demo-

cralic pnnu les and policis

ing assailed from the left

by the Cuban and Soviet backed guer-
rilla forces. But at the same time
they’re being sniped at from the rear
by — they’re called the death squads
and the sd-called rightists, who, by
the same token, don’t want democra-
cy. They want to go back to what

. they ve had in thig 4 year history.

d El Salvador Govem‘;l;egt
has mac le great. mgressmesta lish-
mg democracy. re hindered in

it against the guernllas by
nd their backs, but you

lhl! acuon

mént for trying to be democratic
“.when it is being assailed from radi-
cals from both sides — I think our
ligation is to try and help democracy
triumph there, and this is why we've
oﬁered some help.

1 must say when' the Vice
Pres!dent went down there recently
and told them about how esséntial it is

+ to get a handle on this force from the
/{hear!ah s well ?ss‘tihc one olx: their front
at they'ré fightis ewasvery
well rec%w n'ie 18 was no dis-
agreement. vnt.h what he said. And
there has been a stepped-up effort,
. and they want technical help from us
in that regard — that we are willing
and can provide.

have tolook at punis}ung that Govem- :

think of other Lhan rtand a com,

_ possil

that was. dxffe:em than
stip all

+ violence.' The term “United Staf

in Beirut has found, and I quote,
“Very serious errors in: judgm ed:n
. were made both by’ officers on the
' ground and up the military com.
mand.” Do you feel that dismpunar{
action should be taken against offi

cers fcrund responsible by Congress or

A Well Chris, there are two re-
ports. There's a very voluminous re-
uglete one that has been
rought in by military team that's
been investigating this, as well as the
Congressional group. Both of those
have just arrived at the Defense De-
partment, and Secretary Weinberger
18 having a complete study made of
them and then will submit a report to
me on his findings, probably within
the next several days.
But, as I say, they are voluminous
and it's going to take a little while, So
can't comment now untit I see what
!hose findings have been, in both re-
ports.
. The Secretary also has said that,
other than things that must rema&n
classified for security reasons, he
also intends to make public the find-
ings ‘1;11 those repoﬂ!, as quickly ag.

¢ Q. Let mé follow up, sir, Two

ftey the bombing, the . Mirin um-

4 sxdan: P.X. Kg fey eﬁ t
and said that he was oompletely saux, "
fied with the security there. Was he
being straight with the American pec- -
p]e, and do you still have confidence

A Yes 1do, very much, And I think
he was, on the basig of what he saw,
what was there. I think the main issué
then that he was addressing himself
to was could anyone prepare them-
selves for this unusual attack that -
took such a tragic toll. And the mov-
ing of the men in such numbers into
that building was done because that
was the ssﬁest building frvm Lhe
standpoint of the weapons had
been used against them up umu that
mortar fire, small arms ﬁre.
And i was a steel- rein!nreed concrete
buildin

o0 I, no, 1 don’t d'nnk he was at-
tempting to cover up for anyone.

., U.S. Security Moves

Q Mr. President, there have been
in the past few weeks dump trucks
surrounding the White House; when
you traveled to lndxanapolis. there
were buses blocking intersections to

't you; there are reports that
there are ground-to-air missiles now
near the White House, Could you tell
the American people what the nature
of the threat is, and how this all
makes you feel as President to have
this going on a, {

A, Well, I just feel such popularity
rust be deserved! No, let me just say
on that, frankly, 1had not noticed the
blocked intersections, I hadn't paid
any attention to it. I was waving at
the peopre along the street in that ap-

The anly thing I regret is the incon-
venjence, when' necessary moves
have to be made, the inconvenience
that I can cause t0 many other people
in this. There are no specific or defi-
nite threats that any of us know.of
here. We only know that, worldwide
there has been a call in a number of
these terrorist groups for steppe(ti-up’

s’
has been used as a potential target.

Actually, there has been a decline.
Last year there were 52 terrorist inci-
dents in the United States; this year
so far, and the year's practlcally
gver, there've only been 31, Anid there
has been no ¢all for special measures
or legislation or tactics of any kind,

I'think it is simply a case of hav-
mg seen what has happened, aud the
stepped-up violence in the Middle
East mainly. It's far easier to explain
taking precautions than it is to have
something happen and then have to
explain why you didn’t dq something
about it.

of thing can happen. And as fdr as I

th my sleep or my work in the
ﬂce job.

Mission of Marines

of

ooncemed I haven't let it mterie-F

(f Mr. President, a quesnon ang
follow-up, sir. It seems evident fror
the polls that the Amerjcan people d
not support the U.S. Marine presenc
in Lebanon right now. Respectfully;
sir, whether the policy is right o
wrong, do you believe
put up with continuing Americad
deaths there?

A. Well I can understand pubh
opinion, because * they're hearin;
great attacks from’ a number of,
sources on our presence there —
some of them, I think, pnhtlcally
motivated. But I have to say m-

about the mission — the purpose i -
being there — and let me lust také i
moment if Icanon ]

They do have a purpose arid a mis$
sion there, and there has been a resul!
from thig, and %eegxess made. If yo
will recall it's been several years, of,
course, Lebanon kind of cam

the Government wag
helpless to stop some of the troubles
in its own land. Buf we had the factos
of more than a millién refugees,
Palestmnan refugees; ini Lebanon.
ey've been there f;zx decades.’
im

And vven this. period. Jthey,
*creaiedtheir O Ty, o e (aere . Bas been son we,‘;aa‘:;a’”;"‘
rmhtary and. terrorist .¢ that the | multinational force? were):
ﬁvub sgmup wasE not 9nly’ e fa,dg mé. v

ca\xsmg e anon, - it | ontsayv.hattbey won't try these’
was crossing the ﬂmhem border of, - ferrorist activities again;: I'm’ sure - 1008
Tsrael, it was on civilian citiy mey wﬂj But are we — and whers

s there, and finally, Israel cmsseo‘k, would we be in the world — are we tg

th border into Lebanon. The, first

0al was to simply push them back 7

mme 25 miles so they'd be beyond

e public wilk |

¥

“rocket or artillery range, but the

others just repeated and kept on at-
tacking them, so they went all the
way to the edge of Beirut. And thén
we had a war taking place right
within the city of Beirut in whicl
thousands of civilians have’ been
killed and wounded by this kind of
mbat.

In the meantime, during all ol nus.
the Lebanese asked the Syrians —
asked them to come in and help pre-
serve order because in' Lebanon we
had and have groups, various, some
times relxgnous groups, but other

ind of like warlords with
their own mxlma.s. And they”

e-  Screw thin,

Te fight-

ing each other and at umes fighting

against lhe forces of the Lebanese
Government
We were

a multinational force, and we went in

once vernment had been
formed there, and once the RL.O,,

when lhey were ejected, as they wel’e
they came back later by

way of Syﬂa — but the goal and the

idea was for the two foreign forces
that were then left in there when the

P.L.O. left, for them to get out. Bnt

the Lebanese Government

time to build its strength to where it
could then go in with these interne-
cine groups that were fighting there

— go'in and establish order over its
own territory.

Israel havmg completed its mxs~
has announced its willingness
and intention to get out. Syria did tooy
and then for some reason Syria re-

fused to
have now

“neged on that promise and has re-
%;t ‘out, even though they
en officially asked to get

out by the Government that asked
them to come in. During the occupa-
tion by both Syria and the Israelis,
they managed to keep some hold on

those

some order.

ting groups in there, in

e mission of the multinational

force is what it was then; We

hdve

" they will remember that Lheyre

Lebanese ajso, and they want a Leba-
non for the Lebanese people, they will
“come in at his reguesl and join the
Government. he's trying to
broaden the base of the Government
to give them repmentatxm and end
that kind of fighting there

Now I think, as I'say, .lhat progress
has been made tuward that goal when
you think back to where we were
when airplanes and artillery were de-
sttoymg the civilian sections of Bei-

« Pressure in Mideast

Q. But, sir, respectfully, each week
the U.S. se¢ms to be using greater
and greater, firepower there. We had
returning hostile fire, the artillery,
then air strikes, and now the 16-inch
4 guns of the New Jersey. You said last
week that you don't want escalation
or a war — can you avoid it without
Syrian cooperation?

A. You can avoid war, but I will say
this now, reiterate it: I willnot 0.K. a
mission or ask or order our armed
forces to gq some place where there is
danger and tell them that they have
not the right to defend themselves. So
when the shiping began and there was
no retaliation, I made it plain, by way

~ of the channels in the Pentagon,

As far as I was concerned, when an
American’ rmhtary man is shot at, he
can shoot back: And 1 think that

there's been some indication that
rather than stepped up activity, that

let the terrorists win? Are we tg say

+ that, well, if terrorists are going to be

acuve, we'll give in to them, we'll
away?

Role of the Press

Q. M]' President, on the press, Sec-
retary Shultz said the other day that
in World War II reporters went along
because, on the whole, they were on
our side. And then he observed that

ese days it always seems that the
reponers are always against us and
they’re trying to report things t
up. Is that your view of
the prﬁss al so?
low you're not going to get me
into the middle of that, are you? I'm
simply going to say that 1do believe,
Sam, that sometimes, beginning with
the Korean conflict and certainly in

Lhen asked to come inwith ~ the Vietnam conflict, there was more

criticizing of our own forces and what
we ere trying to do, to the point that
idn't seem that there was much
cn icism being leveled on the enemy.
And sometimes I just wish that we
could get together on what is of im-
portance to.our national security in a
situation of that kind, what is endan-
genng our forces and what is helping
thgm in their mission.

. Well, sir, is one of the problems a
definition of ‘the word “us”? When
Secretary Shultz uses it, or if you say
“our forces,” do you think he w:

using it in terms of an Admuuslra-
the Reagan Administration?

A.No.
Q. Or, let’s say, the Carter Admin-
istration? In other words, is “‘us"” the
inistration in power, or is there a
higher duty that the press has?

A. I thought the us he was talking
about was our side, militarily — in
ot}‘llerwcrds allof America.

s —

;  Retelection Plans

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. It ap-
pears, Mr. President you are going to

helped train the Lebanese Army and  run for re-election. Well, you said you

it is a capable force. We have armed '~ were goi

it, and when the other forces, the for-

eign
mmta
lish o

forces, get out, and the Lebanese
advances to try and estab-
ler in their land, the multina-

tignal force is supposed to, behind
them, try to achieve some stability

and maintain order, because Lebanon
doesn't have the forces to do both.
Well this is the mission, And, as I
say, progress. made. The
warring forces, meeting in Geneva,
have acknowledged that the Gemayel

% But are you that by
building these areas that you may
give the impression that you might be
giving in to threats and terrorists?

A. Well, Idon't think it's giving in to
set up a barricade to keep somebody
{rom doing this. You know there have
been attempts to ram the gates of the
White ste du these three years
that we've been here. There have
been some people that have gone over

I

ernment of Lebamm There is an

V-,

agreement that has been reached and
signed between Lebanon and Israel in

which Israel has agreed in writing
that they will withdraw. Indeed,
ey're anxious to. Now

the

m% to announce somethmg on
the 29th. You have completely allen-
ated blacks by your assault on the
gains for justice and progress by
them in the past. You're ignoring the
needs and wishes of Hispanics. You
cut programs that benefit the poor
‘and you're against equal ng,hts for
women. So do you think you'll have
enough white males to win, and aren't
your actions really hurtmg the Re-
publicans’ national and state candi-
dates?

j& Alfreda, 1 know that this has
béen widely heralded that all these
things are true. They aren't true. We
haven't, in our social reforms, picked
onanyone. And, indeed, what we have
done — when we came here it was my
belief, and we operated on this basis,

stumbhn block still seems to be . thatit wasn't that we were feeding too

Syria. But at the'same time, the Ge-

mayel Government is trymg 0 bring

these other forces ji )” Lebanon, and if

many of the needy, we were taking
care of too many of the nop-needy.
. And where we have trimmed’rolls,
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we've trimmed them up at the upper

evel,
oday. any family with an income
at a level of 130 percent of veny —_
the ?overty level or lower — is elij
ble these Government pmgrams
And indeed we are taking care of
more le than we've ever taken
care of before.
And there has been nothis
g;cgmms or anything else, that can
taken as prejudice against any sec-
tor of our society. Ind
to the civil rights movement and ra-

A Well, I take my friend Bill more

riously. I read that column, too,

alr:d ll“ ave to have a talk wn.h him
shortly.

Marlnes’lSecunty

Q. The subcommittee report that
was mentioned earlier t t. also

inour concluded that continued dep! uymﬁxt

of the marines will almost cert:
Tead to further casualties. I know you

, withregard.  don’t want to discuss what the se-

curity arrangements were for the at-

cial prejudice in this country, I'mold tack but what about now? Are

enough to have been on the right side
of that long before the term civil
rights was ever used.

And, with regard to women, I think
the record shows — the laws we’ve
changed, the regulations
changing all the time, the number of

l11>pou-muems — there’s no prejudice
t

But I do know that a perception has
been created and — right today, with
these employment figures that I gave

with the drop in unemployment,

confident that as of tonight the g:‘:f

nnes in Beirut are as protected as -
an be given where they are?

A l won't be able to answer that

again until I, too, see

we're  particularly a report Lhat is coming in

that is very voluminous and must go
mto great detail — it’s about that
hick and it has been made by mili-
tary experts So1 justcan't comment
until 1 know.
Q. If I could just ask you, sir, Lhen,
are you saying that you aren’t sure at

blacks and women are gelling 4 this point. whether tonight the

higher proportion of those new jobs
thanis anyone else.

Q. Blacks are still unemployed.
And discrimination plays a part in it.
And you seem to be against those
methods that have been put into place
for eradwaung discrimination.

Q. And secondly, in the telephone

conversation that one of the causes

was the seniority sYstem And I asked
you what you woul d do about it, and
you said we’d have to s up the
process, but you didn't explain that
process. I wish you would explain to
me that process.

A. What process is this?

Q. That’s what I'm asking you.

ell, no.lmeanwhaﬂ Tjust, T

lost somethmi

ed wu — I 'said to you
yuu were against the Boston and De-
troit cases, and you said, well, that's
because of the seniority system you —
wduldn’t. And I asked you what you
would do about that, because blacks
would still be the last hired and the
first fired. You said we’ll have to
speed ug the process. I asked you
what did you mean by the process,
and I didn't get an answer. I wish you*
would explain that.

A. Well, I think that you've given an
example there that is a very difficult
one, because of fairness to all people
involved. Where you pick a situation
in which seniority and service is the

rines are as adequately pmtected as
y canbe?

T think they-are to the extent that
those on the fiefd and the officers !hat
are involved there are dong eve
thing they can to insure that —

just have to assume that and 1 tlun.k
that I'm justified assuming it.

Prisoner in Syria

Q. Mr. President, within days of
your inauguration in 1981, you vowed
that Americans would not be held hos-
tage again. And the Syrians are hold-

Airmen Lieut. Robert Goodman
, and say they won’t release him until
"the Marines leave Lebanon. Do you
consider Lieutenant Goodman a
tage?.And what efforts are under way
tosecure his release?

A. Well, we have believed for a long
time um Lhe settlement there must

whole area must be politi-
cal.T should've said this earlier in my
answer, before, about the history of
this Lebanese situation, but we've
had ambassadors there from Phil
Habib, and- Robert McFarlane, and
now Don Rumsfeld, because we're
determined that there is a possibility
~—and it is the only way. You cannot
— this can’t be settled by force, And it
is not going to be settled that w: !
bassador Rumsfeld has
been in Damascus; he has met with
the Syrians. Cenamly that is very

basis for emrloyment and you also  high on the agenda. The Syrians

picked at a level of government in
which Federal Government has
no business interfering, there isn't

nything that we could do unless
there’s an outright violation of some
ing dmdu&l s civil rights.

But I just think that there can be _
comrnon sense pmgrams worked out
to where you won’t have to wait until
someone has accumulated a great

many years of senjorif 'Kbefure hebe- sothat we can achieve the goal of re-

ere right bé

comes eligidles Tha.
some Il can v

fair way

l;jcognlz.e the nghts o{ femonly, but " moré of the peo)

recognize, Lhezfa that”others ;
" don’t havgenu t‘ l}h
time l.hey were d:scnmmateq
against, . P
N Marine Safeguards

Mr President you said earlier
tonig,ht that you not send
merican soldxers or marines into a
suuauon where they could not fight ,
back. Haven't we sent them into a
role in Beirut, a political, a diplo-
matic role, as peacekeepers when
they do not have adequate safeguards
against temns
A. No. I don’t know what you call
adequate safeguards against terror
or what we would call it. You kng
any time that you — and parﬁculaﬂy
in a place like that, where even inno-
cent civilians in the street are mowed
down simply because snipers want (o
00t someone, it's been that kind of a
scene It’s that kind of a thing that
we're trying to resolve in behalf of the
innocent people there who want to
live in peace like the rest of us.

Some time I'm going to impose on
you and read §ome of the letters that I
get from ple in Lebanon who tell
us what life would be like if the multi-
national force wasn’t there, and what
it has meant in their lives as individu-
als living in the midst of that kind of
brutality and bloodshed. And I was
under no illusion, and I have to tell

u that I discovered for myself that
me hardest thing you'll ever have to
do in this job is give an order that puts
some of those wonderful young men
and women in our military uniforms
in places like that. But in the interest

our own national security,
the interest of overall peace some of
these things have to be don

The Middle Eastisa \mderbox; itis
the one place that could start a war
that no one wanted, because of its im-

rtance, particularly to the free
world and to our allies. And we can’t
f‘m turn away and say if we don’t

ook it'll go away. And this all started

because of our determination to try
and bring about peace between those
factions that have been so long war-
ring with each other,

le moderate Arab states, aj ain,
and the progress that we've made —
there was a refusal on their part to
even acknowledge the right of Israel
to exist as a nation. So therefore,
there could be no negotjation. Anwar
Sadat, God rest his soul, broke out of
that mold and we have peace between
two countries, and the {emtory of the
Sinal has been returned to Egypt b
Israel, and they're at peace wmac

Our goal was to see if we couldn’t
find more leaders and more govern-
ments that would become “Egypts,”
m a sense, in settling their disputes

and having peace. And today the very
fact that there's an indication that
they are willing and prepared to ne-
gotiate differences indjcates that they
no longer are holding that position o!
refusing to let Israel exist.

Q. CanT just ask, to follow up? Does
it give you some pause when conser-
vative thinkers like William F. Buck-
ley Jr. and Richard Viguerie suggest

gxa! you should be taking the marines  thesai
10
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»-~—and the forelgn for('e; bgack 0 meur

claim that he’s a prisoner of war.
Well, I don't know how yod have a
prisoner of war when there is no de-
clared war between nations. I don't
think that makes you elig:b\e for the
Geneva Accords.

But yes, we want that young man
" back. And, as I say, we're not missing
anything, any possibility, in trying to
bring to terms these various factions

_storing order, a broader-ba:
rment- in° Lebanan acceptda‘gl&t

presently host Je

ovg borde ers

m ywut npmwn, a hostage? And do

u thi Syrians wjl use hun as
a bargammg chip?. - i

A. I doubt that very much 1 reall

do, in the sense of holding it up 1or
trading something or other'— no, 1
don’t believe so. But I'm sorry that he
is there and I'm glad he is alive, but
we're gom%‘to make every effort to
gethim back as qmckly as possible.

Q. Thank you, Mr.
Merry Christm:
A. Allof you had two quemons?

Christmas Wishes

Q. What are you bu wife
for Christmas? ¥ing your

A.Iwon'ttell.

Q. What do you want for Christ-
mas? '

A.What?

Q. What do you want for Christ-
mas?

A. What do I want for Christmas?
You know what 1'm going to say? 1
want peace.

Q. Well, what do you want in a box?
lA Hyoucangetnmaboxllltake
itina

President.

x.
ow do you package it? Is that
your prol
A.No Illteﬂyou I'm very haj
and I'd just like to feel that all of
have a very ha holida;
merry Christmas, and for al{the peo-
le in America, I that they all
ave he now an can see the
pro; ing m:
Q Has it been a good year for you,
A Yes, except for a lot of phone
Icalls that I've had to make, and some
etters.
Q. How could it be better next year?
A. Not making those phone calls,
writing those letten and the continu-
ation of the recovery, and 1I'm sure it
will continue,
Q. Do you agree with ]
Speakes on his statement on the
press, Mr. President? He said that

‘A, 1 don’t knéw whnch statement
you're talking al

Q. ... all patnms and all great
Ame;ica.ns ha];: never tried to screw
anything up. YOu a with that,
Ma President? ithev greehmg

He agrees wil

A1 ai with him when he said1
was all through,

Q. How did he mean that?

Q. When will the Marines come
home?*

A, The Marines will come home as
quickly as we can possibly bring them
home — accomplishing our mission

Q Sir, could you say it where we

cmnd hear you?
A. There have been some sugges-

tions made with regard to bril
them home — that some of my consi
erations might be based on the fact
that it is an election year and politics
are coming up. I will tell you this —
no decision regarding the lives and
e%ol our servicemen will ever
made y me for a political reason.

t

.



